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3d March, 18co.

Lead the fiff cnd fecond time, and commirted to a Committer of the whole I, e
on Thur[day nex:,

CABil

For the better government of the Navy of the United

States, and repealing the a&t on the fame {ubje&,
pafled the fecond day of March in the year one

thoufand feven hundred and ninety-nine.

1 Skc. I.BE it enalfed oy the Senate and Houfe of Reprefentatives of
2 the United States in Congrefs affembled, 'T'hat the following rules and
3 regulations be adopted and put in force, for the government of the

4 Navy of the United States.

1 Art. I The commanders of all fhips and veflls of war belonging

[ &)

to the Navy are firictly enjoined and required to fhew in them Glves
3 a good example of virtue, honor, patriotifin and fubordination;
4 and be vigilant in infpecting the condudt of allfuch as are placed
§ under their command, and to guard againlt and fupprefs, ail diffo-

6 lute, and immoral praflices, and to correc all fuch as are guilty of

~2

them according to the ufage of the fca fervice.

1 IL The commanders of all fhips and veffels in the Navy,

»

having cimplains on board, fhall take care that divine fervice be
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performed in a folemn, orderly, and reverent manner twice a day,
and a fermon preached on Sunday, unlefs bad weather, or other
extraordinary accidents prevent it; and that they caufe all, or as
many of the thips company as can be fpared from duty to attend at
every performance of the worthip of Almighty God.

IIl. Any officer, or other perfon in the Navy who fhall be guilty of
oppreflion, cruelty, fraud, profane fwearing, drunkenefs, or any
other fcandalous condu& tending to the deftruétion of good morals
fhall, if an officer, be cathiered, or fuffer fuch other punithment
as a court martial fhall adjudge; if a private thall be put in irons,
or flogged at the difcretion of the captain not exceedi-~ twelve
lathes ; but if the offence require feverer punithment, he fhall be
tried by a court martial, and fuffer fuch punithment as faid court
fhall inflit.

IV. Every commander, or other officer who fhall, upon fignal
for battle, or on fight of any veflel or veflels of an enemy, or who,
on the probability of an engagement neglect to clear his fhip for
action, or fhall not ufe his utmoft exertions to bring his thip to
battle, or fhall fail to encourage, in his own perfon, his inferior
officers and men to fight courageoufly, fuch offender fhall fuffer
death, or fuch other punithment as a court martial fhall adjudge :
and if any perfon in the Navy fhall treacheroufly yield, or pufilani-

moufly cry for quarters, he fhall fuffer death on convicion thercof

by a general court martial.

1 V. Every officer or private who fhall not properly obferve the or-
2 ders of his commanding officer, or fhall not ufe his utmoft exerti-

3 ons to carry them into execution when ordered to prepare for,
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4 join in, or when atually engaged in battle; or fhall, at fuch time

S

6 bafely defert his duty or ftation, either then, or while in fight of an

7
8

’

enemy, or {hall induce others to do o, every perfon fo ofending,

fhall, on conviion thereof by a general court martial, fuffer deat! ,

9 or fuchother punifhment as the fuaid court thall adjudge.
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VI. Every officer or private who fhall, through cowardice,
negligence, or difaffetion, intime of attion, withdraw from, or
keep out of battle, or fhall notdo his utmoft to take or deftroy every
veflel which it is his duty to encounter, or fhall not do his utmoft
endeavour to afford relief to fhips belonging to the United States,
every {uch offender fhall, on convi&tion thereof by a general court
martial, fuffer death, or fuch other punifhment as the faid court
fhall adjudge.

VII. The commanding officer of every fhip or veflel in the Navy
who fhall capture, or feize upon any veflel as a prize, fhall careful-
ly preferve all the papers and writings found on board, and tranfmit
the whole of the originals unmutilated to the judge of the diftrict to
which fuch prize is ordered to proceed, and fhall tranfmit to the
Navy Department, and to the agent appointed to pay the prize
money, complete lifts of the officers and men, entitled to a fhare of
the capture inferting therein the quality of every perfon rating, on
pain of forfeiting his whole fhare of the prize money refulting from
fuch capture, and fuffering fuch further punihment as a court mar-
tial fhall adjudge.

VIII. No perfonin the Navy fhalltake out of aprize or veflel feized as

2 prize, any money, plate, goods, or any part of her rigging, unlefs

3 it be for the better prefervation thereof, or abfolutely neceffary for
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4 theufe of any of the veflels of the United States, before the fame
5 fhall be adjudged lawful prize by a competent court : but the whole,
6 without fraud, concealment or embezzlement, fhall be brought in
7 and judgment paffed thereon, upon pain that every perfon offend -
8 ing herein fhall forfeit his fhare of the capture, and fuffer fuch
9 further punithment as a court martial, or the court of admiralty in
1o which the prize is adjudged fhall impofe.

1 IX. No perfon in the Navy fhall ftrip of their clothes or pillage,
2 or in any manner maltreat perfons taken on board a prize, on pain
3 of fuch punithment as a court martial thall adjudge.

1 X. No perfon in the Navy fhall give, hold, or entertain any
2 intercourfe or intelligence to or with any enemy or rebel withou:
3 leave from the Prefident of the United States, the Secretary of the
4 Navy, the commander in chief of the fleet, or the commander of
5 a fquadron, or in cafe of a veffel aing fingly, from his com.-
6 manding officer on pain of death, or fuch other punithment as a
7 court martial thall adjudge.

1 XL If any letter or meffage from an enemy or rebel be con-

2 veyed to any officer or privarte of the Navy, and he fhall not, with-

~ 3 in twelve hours make the fame known, having opportunity {o to

4 do, to his fuperior, or commanding officer, or if any officer com-
5 mandingarﬂ;ip, or veflel, being acquainted therewith, fhall not,
6 with all convenient fpeed, reveal the fame to the commander in
7 chief of the fleet, commander of a fquadron, or other proper
8 officer whofe duty it may be to take cognizance thereof, every fuch
9 offender fhall fuffer death, or fuch other punifhment as a court

10 martial fhall adjudge.
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XIL Spies, andali perfons who fhall come or be found in the ca-

pacity of Spies, or who fhall bring, or deliver any feducing letter or
meflage from an enemy or rebel, or endeavour to corrupt any perfon
in the Navy, to betray his truft, thall fuffer death, or fuch other pu-

nifhment as a court martial fhall adjudge.

'XIII. If any perfon in the Navy fhall make, or attempt to make

any mutinous affembly, he fhall on convittion thereof by a court
martial, fuffer death, and if any perfon as aforefaid, fhall utter any
feditious or mutinous words, or fhall conceal, or connive at any
mutinous or feditious practices, or fhall treat with contempt his
fuperior, being in the execution of his office, or being witnefs to any
mutiny or fedition fhall notdo his utmoft to fupprefsit, he fhall be
punifhed at the difcretion of a court martial.

XIV. No officer or private in the Navy fhall difobey the lawful orders
of his fuperior officer, or ftrike him, or draw, or offer to draw, or
raife any weapon againft him, while in the execution of the duties of

his office on pain of death, or fuch other punifhment as a court martial
fhall inflict.

XV. No perfon in the Navy fhall quarrel with any other perfon in
the Navy, nor ufe provoking or reproachful words, geftures, or
menaces on pain of fuch punithment as a court martial fhall adjudge.
XVL If any perfon in the navy fhall defert to an enemy or rebel,
he fhall fuffer death,

XVIL If any perfon in the Navy fhall defert or fhall entice others to
defert, he fhall fuffer death, or fuch other punifhment as a court
martial fhall adjudge ; and if any officer, or other perfon belonging

to the Navy fhall receive or entertain any deferter from any othe:
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~¢ veflel ol the Navy knowing Lim to be fuch, and fhall not with all
6 convenient fpeed, give notice of fuch deferter to the commander of
7 the veflel to which he belongs, orto-the commanderin chief, or to
8 the commander of the Squadron, he fhall on conviétion thereof, be
g9 cafhiered, or be puﬁiihed at the difcretion of a court martial. All
1c offences committed by .perfons belonging to the Navy while on
11 fhore, fhall be punifhed in the fame manner as if they had been com-
12 mitted at fea.
1 XVIIT. If any perfon in the navy fhall, knowingly, make or fign, or
2 fhall aid, abet, dire&, or procure the making or figning of any falfe
3 mufter, or-thallexecute, or attempt, or countenance ary fraud agaioft
4 the United States, he fhall on convition, be cafhiered and rendered
5 forever incapable of any future employment in the fervice of the
6 "United States, and fhall forfeit all the pay and fubfiftence due
7 him, and fuffer fuch-other punithment as a court martial fhall -in-
8 flic.
1 XIX .Ifany officer or other perfon in the Navy, fhall through inten-
‘2 tion, negligence or any other fault, fuffer any vefltl of the Navy te
3 bc; ftranded, or run uéon rocks or fhoals, or hazarded, he fhall fuffer
4 fuch punithment as a court martial thall adjudge.
I XX If any perfon in the Navy fRall fleep upon his watch, or ne-
2 gligently perform the duty affigned him, or leave his ftation before
3 regularly relieved, he fhall fuffer death, or fuch punithment as the
4 Caétain, if a private, or a court martial, if an officer, fhall adjudge.
1 XXI. All murder fhall be punifhed with death.
1 XXIL The cfficers and privates of every thip or vefel appointed as

2 cenvay to merchant or other vellels, thall diligently and fai thiully
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¢ difcharge the dutics of their appointment, nor fhall they demand or
4 exact any compenfation for their fervices, nor maltreat any of the
& officers or crews of fuch merchant or other vefitls, on pain of ma-
6 king fuch reparation as a court of Admiralty may award, and of
7 fuffering fuch further punithment as a court martial fhall adjudge.

1 XXIIL If any commander or other officer, thall receive or permit to
2 be received, on board his veflcl, any goods or merchandize, other
5 than for the fole ufe of his veflel, except gold, filver, or jewels, and
4 except the goods or merchandize of veffels which may be in diftrefs,
5 or fhipwrecked, or in imminent dznger of being fhipwrecked, in
6 order to preferve them for their owner, without orders from the
*7 Prefident of the United States or the Navy Department, he fhall on

8 .conviftion thereof be cafhiered, and be incapacitated forever after-

& ‘wards, for any place or office in the Navy.

1 XXIV. Ifany perfon in the Navy fhall wafte, imbezzle, or fraudulent-

2 ly buy, fell, or receive any ammunition, provifions, or other public
3 ftores; orif any officer or otherperfon fhall knowingly permit through
4 defign; negligence or inattention ; any fuch wafte, imbezzlement,
5 fale or receipt, every fuch perfon fhall forfcit all the pay and fubfi-
6 ftence then due him, and fuffer fuch further punithment as a court
7 martial fhall direét.

1 XXV. If any perfon in the Navy fhall unlawfuily fet fire to, or burn,
2 or deftroy, or fhall not ufe his beft exertions to prevent others from
3 fo deftroying any kind of public property not then in the pofizffion
4 of an enemy, pirate, or rebel, he fhall fuffer death.

1 XXVIL All robbery and theft, not exceeding twenty dollars, fhall be.
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punifhed at the difcretion of the Captain, and above that fum, as a

[

3 court martial fhall diret.

1 XXVIL If any perfon in the Navy fhall, when on fhore plunder,

»

abufe or maltreat any inhabitant, or injure his property in any way

he fhall fuffer fuch punithment as a court martial fhall adjudge.

(9%}

1 XXVIIL. Every perfon in the Navy fhall ufe his utmoft exertions to

©

detect, apprchend and bring to punithment all offenders, and fhal’,
3 at all times aid and affift all perfons appointed for this purpofe on
4 pain of fuch punifhment as a court martial fhall adjudge.
1 XXIX. Each commandingofficer fhall, whenever a feaman enters on
2 board, caufe an accurate entry to be made in the fhip’s books, of
3 his name, time, and term of his fervice : and before failing tranfmit
4 to the Secretary of the Navy, a complete lift or mufter roll, of the
5 officers and men under bis commgnd, with the date oftheir entering,
6 time and terms of their fervice annexed, and fhall caufe fimilar lifts
7 to be made out on the firft day of every fecond month, to be tran{-
8 mitted to the Secretary of the Navy, as opportunities fhall occur
9 —accounting in fuch lifts or mufter rolls, for any cafualties which
10 may have taken place fince the laft lift or mufter roll. He fhall caufe
11 to be accurately minuted on the thip’s books, the names of, and times

12 at which any death or defertion may occur: and in cafe of death,

. 13 fhall take care that the purfer fecure all the property of the de-

14 ceafed for the benefit of the legal reprefentative of the deceafe d.
15 He fhall caufe frequent infpetions to be made into the condition
16 of the provifions, and ufe every precaution for its prefervation—He

17 fhall, whenever he orders officers and men to take charge of a prize
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and proce.cd to the United States. And whenever officers or men
are fent from his fhip from whatever caufe, take care that each
man be furnithed with a complete ftatement of his account, fpecify-
ing the date of his enliftment, and the period and terms of his fervice,
which account fhall be figned by the commanding officer and purfer.
He fhall caufe the articles of war to be hung up in fome public part
of the fhip and read once a month to his thips company. He fhall
caufc a convenient place to be fet apart for fick or difabled mler.,
to which he fhall have them removed with their hammocks and
bedding, when the furgeon fhall fo advife, and fhall direét that
fome .of the crew attend them and keep the place clean; and if
neceflary fhall dire¢t that cradles and buckets with covers be made
for their ufe—and -when. his crew is finally paid off he fhall attend
in perfon, or appoint a proper officer to fee that juftice be done to

the men, and to the United States in the fetidement of the ac

.counts,: any commanding officer offending herein fhall be punith-

ed at the difcretion of a court martial.

XXX. Nocommanding officer fhall, of his own authority difcharge a
commillion or warrant officer, nor ftrike, nor punifh him cther-
wife than by fufpenfion or confinement, nor fhall e of Lis own au-
thority infli&t a punifhment on any private beyond tweive lifhes

with a cat-of-pine-tails, nor fliall he fuffcr any wired, or other than

-a plain cat- of-nine-tzils to Be ufed on board Lis fhip; nor fhall any

officer who may command by accident, or in the abfence of the

commanding officer, (except fuch commander be abfunt for a time

g9 by leave) order or inilit any other punifhment than confinement,
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»10 for which he fhall account on the return of fuch abfent commanding

11 officer. Nor fhall any commanding officer receive on board any petty
12 officers or men turned over from any other veffel to him, unlefs cach
13 of fuch officers and men produce to him an account figned by the
¥4 captain and purfer of the veflel from which they came, fpecifying
15 the date of fuch officer’s or man’s entry, the period and terms of
16 fervice, the fums paid and the balance due him, and the quality in
17 which he was rated on board fuch thip. Nor fhall any command-
18 ing officer, having received any petty officer or man as aforefaid,
19 rate him in a lower or worfe ftation than that in which he formerly
20 ferved. Any commanding officer offending herein fhall be punifh-
21 ed at the diferetion of a court martial,

t XXXI. Any mafter at arms, or other perfon of whom the duty of
2 mafter at arms is required, who fhall refufe to receive fuch prifoners

3 as thall be ‘committed’to His ‘éﬁa?@c‘i “or havifig téceived them, thail
4 fuffer them to ‘efcape, or difmifs them without order; from proper

5 authority, fhall fuffer in fuch prifoners ftead, or be punifhed other-
6 wife at the difcretion of a court&martial.

1 XXXIL All crimes committed by perfons belonging to the Navy,
“2.which-are not fpecified in the foregoing articles, fhall be punithed
-3 according to the laws and cuftoms in fuch cafes at fea,

1 XXXHL- All officers not holding commiffions or warrants, or whe
-2 are not entitled to them, except fuch-as are temporarily ap-

"3 pointed to the dutites of a commiffioned or warrant officer, are

4 deemed petty officers.

1 XXXIV, Any perfon entitled to wages or prize money may have
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by the captain and purfer: and in cafe of the aflignment of wages,
the power fhall fpzcify the precife time they commence. But the
commander of every veflel is required to difcourage his crew from
felling any.part of their wages or prize money, and never to atteit
any power of attorney until he is fatisfied that the fame is not
granted in confideration of money given for the purchafe of wages
or prize money.
NAVAL GENERAL COURTS MARTIAL.

XX XV. General courts martial may be convened as often as the Pre-
fident of the United States, the Secretary of the Navy, or the com-
mander in chief of the fleet, or commander of a fquadron, while
a&ing out of the United States, fhall deem it neceffary; Provided
that no general court martial fhall confift of more than thirteen, nor

lefs than five members, and as many officers fhall be fummoned on

= every fuch court as can be convened without injury to the fervice,

10

11

12
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fo as not to exceed thirteen, and the fenior officer fhall always pre-
fide, the others ranking agreeably to the date of their commiffions
and in no cafe, where it can be avoided withoutinjury to the fervice,
thall more than one half the members, exclufive of the Prefident,
be junior to the officer to be tried.

XXXV Each member of the court, before preceeding to trial
(hall take the following oath or affirmation, which the Judge Ad-
vocate, or perfon officiating as fuch is hercby authorized to ad-
minifter.

« I, A. B. do fwear thatIwill truly try, without prejudice;or

«¢ partiality the cafe now depending, according to the evidence
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~7 ¢ which fhall come before the court, the articles of war, and my
8 ¢« own confcience ; and I do further fwear that I will not by any
g ¢ means divulge or difclofe the fentence of the court until it fhall
10 “ have been approved by the proper authority, nor will I at any time
11 ¢ divulge or difclofe the vote or opinion of any particular member

12 ¢ of the court, unlefs required fo to do before a court of juftice in

-
"

13 “ due courfe of law,”
14 This oath being duly adminiftered the Prefident is authorized and
15 required to adminifter the following oath to the judge advocate, or
16 perfon officiating as fuch.
17 I 4. B. do fwear that I will keep a true record of the evi-
18 ¢ dence given to and the proceedings of this court, nor will'l
19 ¢ divulge or by any means difclofe the fentence of the court until it
-20 *. fhall have been approved by the proper authority, nor will T at
.21 any timé dﬁwﬁi;g-g or difclofé the vote or opinion’ of any particular
22'“ :member of the court unlefs required fo to do before a court of
23  juftice in due courfe of law.”
1 See. 2. XXXVIL All teftimony given to a general court
2-martial fhall be on oath or afirmation, which the Prefident of the
3 court is hereby authorized to adminifter, -and if any perfon fhall
4 refufe to give his evidence as aforefaid, or thall prevaricate, or fthall
§ behave with contempt to the court, it thall -and may be Jawful for
6-the court to imprifon fuch offender at their difcretion provided that
7 the imprifonment in no cafe fhall exceed two months: and every
8 perfon who fhall commit wilful perjury on examination on oath or
9 afirmation before fuch court, or who fhail corruptly procure, or

1o {uborn any prrion to commit fuch wilful perjury, fhall and may be
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11 profecuted by indi¢ment or information in ary court of jullice of
12 the United States, and fhall fuffer fuch penaitics as are authorized
13 by the laws of the United States in cales of perjury or the fuborna-
14 tion thereof. And in every profecution for perjury or the fuborna-
15 tion thereof under this act, it fhall be {ufficient to fet forth the of-
16 .fence charged on the defendant without fetting forth the authority
17 by which the court was held, or the particular matters brought or
12 intended to be brought before the faid court.
1 XXXVIHL All charges on which an application for a general
2 court martial is founded, fhall be exhibited in writing to the proper
3 officer, and .the perfon demanding the court fhall take care that the
4 perfon accufed be f::urnifhcd with a true copy of the charges, with

35, the fpecifications at the time he is put under arreft, nor fhall any
6 other charge or charges than thofe o exhibited be urged againft the
7 perfon to be tried before the court, unlefs it appear to the court
8 that intelligence of fuch charge had not reached the perfon demand-
g ing the court when the perfon fo to be tried was put under arreft,
10 or that fome witnefs material to the fupport of fuch charge, who
11 was at that time abfent can now be produced; in which cafe reafon-
12 able time fhall be given to the perfon to be tried to make his de-
3 fence againft fuch new charge. Dlvery officer fo arrefled, is to
14 deliver up his fword to his commanding officer, and to confine him-
15 felf to the limits afligned Lim, under pain of difmiffion from fervice.
‘1 XXXIX. Whenthe proceedings of any general court martial thall have
2 commenced they fhall not be fufpended or delayed onaccount of the

3 abfence of any of the members provided five or more be affembled,

4 but the court is enjoined to fet from day to day, Sundays excepred,
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until fentence be given: and no member of fuid court fhall, after
the proceedings are begun, abfent himfelf therefrom unlefs in cafe
of ficknefs or orders to go on duty from a fuperior officer, on pain
of being cafhiered.
XL. Whenever a court martial fhall fentence any officer to be
fufpended, the court fhall have power to fufpend his pay and emo-
luments for the whole or any part of the rime of his {ufpenfion.
XLI. All fentences of courts martial which fhall extend to the lofs
of life, fhall require the concurrence of two thirds of the members
prefent, and no fuch fentence fhall be carried into execution until
confirmed by the Prefident of the United States ; or if the trial take
Place out of the United States, until it be confirmed by the com-
mander of the fleet or fquadron—all other fentences may be deter-
mined by 4 majérity'of votes, and carried into execution on con-
firmation of the commander of the feet, or officer ordering the court
except fuch as go to the difmiffion of a coa:miflioned or warrant
officer, which are firft to be approved by the Prefident of the United
States.

A court martial fhall not for any one offence, not capital, inflict a
punithment beyond one hundred lathes.

XLIL The Prefident of the United States, or when the trial takes

- place out of the United States, the commander of the flect or {quad-

ron fhall pofle(s full power to pardon any offence committed againft
thefe articles after convidtion, or to metigate the punifhment decreed
by a court martial.

Sec. 2. L. And be it eza&ed, That courts of enquiry may be ordered

by the Prefident of the Ubited States, the Sccretary of the Navy,
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3 or the commander of a fleet or fquadron, provided fuch court fhall
4 not confift of more than three members who fhall be commiffioned
5 oflicers, and a judge advocate, or perfon to do duty as fuch: and
6 fuch courts fhall have power to fummon witneffes, adminifter oaths,
7 and punith contempt in the fame manner as courts martial.
8 But fuch court fhall merely ftate facts, and nort give their opinion
9 unlefs exprefsly required fo to do in the order for convening, and
1o the party accufed fhall have permiffion to crofs-examine all the
11 witnefles.
1 IL The proceedings of courts of enquiry thall be authenticated by
2 the fignature of the prefident of the ;ourt and judge advocate, and
3 fhall inall cafes not capital, or extending to the difmiffion of a com-
4 miflioned or warrant officer, be evidence before 2 court martial,
5 provided, oral teftimony cannot be obtained.
1 Il The judge advocate or perfon officiating as fuch thall adminifter
2 to the members the foHowing eath.
3 “ Youdo fwear well and truly to examine, and enquire, according
4 ¢ to the cvidence, into the matter now before you without partiality
§ ¢ or prejudice.”
6 < After which the prefident fhall adminifter to the judge advocate,
%7 ¢ or perfon officiating as fuch, the following oath.
8 ¢ Youdo fweartruly to record the proceedings of this court, and
9 ¢ the evidence to be given in the cafe in hearing.

Sec.3. 1 Skc. 3. And be it further enaffed, That in all cafes where the crews
2 of the fhips or vefiels of the United States fhall be feparated from
3 their veffels by the latter being wrecked loft or deftroyed, all the

o WA
4 command, power and authority given to the officers of fuch fhipsor
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veffels fhall remain and be in full forc\c as eficCtually as if fuch fhip
or veflel were not fo wrecked, loft, or deftroyed, until fuch fhips
company be regularly difcharged from, or ordered again into the
fervice, or until a court martial fhall be held to enquire into the lofs
of fuch thip or veffel; and if by the fentence of fuch court, or other
fatisfactory evidence, it fhall appear that all or any of the officers
and men of fuch thips company did their utmoft to preferve her, and
after the lofs thereof behaved themfclves agreeably to the difcipline
of the Navy, then the pay and emoluments of fuch officers and men,
or fuch of them as fhall have done their duty as aforefaid fhall go on
until their difcharge or death; and every officer or private who fhall,
after the lofs of fuch veflel, a&t contrary to the dilcipline of the Navy
thall be punifhed at the difcretion of a court martial in the fame
manner as if fuch veffel had not been fo loft.

Sec. 4. Andbeit further enafled, That all the pay and emoluments of
fuch officers and men of any of the thips or veflels of the United
States, taken by an enemy, who fhall appear by .the fentence of a court

martial or otherwife to have done their utmoft to preferve and de-

5 fend their fhip or veffel, and after the taking thereof have behaved

Sece £, 1
2
3
4

themfelves obediently to their fuperiors agreeably to the difcipline of

the Navy, fhall go on and be paid them until their death, exchange,

‘or difcharge.

Sec. §. Audibeit farther enafled, That all thips and veflels, and
the goods taken on board of them, being of equal or fuperior force
to the veflel or veflels making the capture thall be the fole property

of the captors; but all veflels and their cargoees, of inferior force
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fhell be divided cqually between the United States and the officers
and men making the capture.

Skc. 6. And be it enaZed, That the prize money belonging to
the officers and men fhall be diftributed in the followinx manner.

1. To the commanding officers of fleets, {quadrons, or fingle
thips, three twentieths, of which the comanding officer of the
fleet or fquadron fhall have one twentieth, if the prize be talen
by a fhipor veficl atting under his command, and the commander
of fingle thips, two twenticths, but where the prize is taken by a
fhip a&ing independently of fuch fuperior officer, the three twen-
tieths fhall belong to her commander.

II. To fealieutenants, captains of marines, and failing mafters,
two twentieths ; but where there is a captain, without a licutenant
of marines, thefe officers fhall. be entitled to two twentieths and
one third of a twentieth, which third in fuch cafe thall be deducted

from the fhare of the officers mentioned in Article No. IIl. of this

Ae&ion,

III. To chaplains, lieutenants of marines, furgeons, purfers,
boat{wains, gunners, carpenters, and mafters mates, two twen-
tieths. .

IV. To midfhipmen, furgeons mates, captains clerks, fcheol-
mafters, boatfwains mates, gunners mates, carpenters mates, thips
ftewards, fail makers, mafters at arms, armourers anl cockfwains,
three twenticths.

V. To gunners yeomen, boatfwains yeomen, gquarter malters,

quarter gunners, COOPETS, fail makers mates, fergeants and cor-
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porals of marines, drummers, fifers and extra petty cfficers, three
twentieths.

VI. To feamen, ordinary feamen, marines, and all other perfons
doing duty on board, feven twentieths.

VII. Whenever one or more public fhips or veffels are in fight
at the time any one or more fhips are taking a prize or prizes, they
thall all fhare equally in the prize or prizes according to the number
of men and guns on board each fhip in fight.

No commander of a fleet or fquadron fhall be entitled to receive
any fhare of prizes taken by veflels not under his immediate com-
mand; nor of fuch prizes as may have been taken by fhips or
veflels intended to be placed under his command, before they have
a¢ted under his immediate orders; nor fhall a commander of a flee
or fquadron leaving the ftation wliere he had the command have any

fhare in prizés takén by thips left on fuch ftation after he has gone

$ out of the limits of his faid command.

SEc. 7. And be it further enafled, That a bounty fhall be paid
by the United States of twenty dollars for each perfon on board any
thip of an enemy at thie commencement of an engagement, which
fhall be funk or deftroyed by any fhip or veffel belonging to the
United States of equal or inferior force, the fame to be divided
among the officers and crew in the fame manner as prize money.

Scc. 8. And be it furtber enaded, That every officer, feaman or
marine, difabled in the line of his duty fhall be entitled to receive
for life, or during his difability a perfion from the United Srates
according to the nature and degree of his difability, not exceeding

ore half his monthly pay.
o ’
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Sec. 9. And be it enmatted, That all money accruing, or
which has already accrued to the United States from the fales of
prizes, fhall be and remain forever a fund for the payment of pen-
fions and haif pay, fhould the fame be hereafter ganted, to the
officers and fcamen who may be entitled to receive the fame; and
if the faid fund fhall be in{ufficient for the purpofe, the public faith
is hereby pledged to make up the deficiency; but if it fhould be
more than fufficient, the furplus fhall be applied to the making of
further provifion for the comfort of the difubled officers, fcamen,
and marines, and for fuch as, though not difabled, may merit by
their bravery, orlong and faithful fervices, the gratitude of their
country.

Sec. 10. Aud be it further enaffed, That the faid fund Thall be under
the management and dire@ion .of the Secretary of the Navy, the
Secretary of the Treafury, and the Secretary of war for the time
being, who are hereby authorifed to receive any fums to which the
United States may be entitled from the fales of prizes, and employ
and inveft the fame and the intereft arifing therefrom in any manner
which a majority of them may deem moft advantageous: and it fhall
be the duty of the faid commifioners to lay before Congrefs annually,
in the firt week of their fcffion a minute ftatement of their proceed-
ings relative to the management of faid fund.

Sec. 11. And be it furtker enaffed, That no rules or regulations
made by any commander in chicf, captain, or commanding officer
in the Navy for ftationing, defignating of duty and government of the
fleet, or any of the crews of any veflc! of war, (hall be at varience

with this a&t, but f1all be ftrictly conformable thereto.
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1 Stc. 12, And be it further enafled, That the -aét paffed the

2 day of in the year 1799, * entitled an act for the government

3 of the Navy of the United States,” fhall ceace and be of no effect

4 aftér the pafling of this act.



